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argument against this plan, for certainly it is the duty of the State to
provide adequate accommodations for this most unfortunate and most
helpless of all the dependent classes, and to do all in its power to pro
mote recovery by appropriate treatment. It goes almost without saying
that under the careful attention of our State hospitals for the insane a
very much larger per cent. of patients will recover than do now recover
under the inadequate county care.

â€œ¿�Ofcourse this radical change must take place gradually, since our
State institutions cannot as yet provide accommodation for all the indigent
insane. In the interim the Lunacy Commission should be granted the
authority to remove all acute cases and all cases requiring mechanical
restraint to the State institutions. This would give the acute cases a
very much better chance of recovery, and would do away with the inhu
mane system of mechanical restraint. There are in the almshouses a
considerable number of cases of dementia and idiocy that are perhaps
as well off in these institutions as elsewhere, but certainly it is entirely
improper to subject the acute cases to the inadequate treatment so often
bestowed in the almshouses. At present the Lunacy Commission has
only advisory powers, and to show how barren these powers are, it may
be said that the secretary has, in the past few months, written to the
county commissioners of a number of counties concerning the removal
of patients from almshouses to one of the State institutions, and in no
instance has his letter been answered.

â€œ¿�Thisplan would, of course, include the removal of the city's indigent
insane from Bay View, and the present new building, now occupied by
male insane patients, might be utilized as a detention hospital, where
insane persons could be kept pending an investigation into their mental
condition, or until they could be committed to one of the State asylums.â€•

We can give our hearty assent to the recommendations of the secretary,
and we trust that when the Commission has thoroughly digested his very
able report it will see its way clear to unite with those who have been
for years endeavoring to awaken public sentiment regarding the very
deficient and, as the secretary says, disgraceful care extended to the de
pendent insane in the State of Maryland, and that it will also unite with
those who have been endeavoring to remove from the statute books of
the State the most inadequate and inefficient lunacy law with which we
are acquainted and to substitute therefor a code of laws which will not
only regulate the commitment and care of the insane, but will give to
the Commission the very powers which the secretary has wisely sug
gested that it should have.

The Phonendoscope and its practical Application. By Prof. AURELIO
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This little book consists of lectures given by Prof. Bianchi at the time

of the introduction of his instrument at the Medical Congress in Rome,
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5894, and deals with the practical application of the Phonendoscope to the
outlining of the various solid and hollow organs of the body, the simi
larity in general of the results obtained with those given by the Roentgen
rays and the mechanical construction of the instrument. In it the broad
field of Phonendoscopy is indicated and the superiority of this method for
the accurate estimation of the size and consistency of various organs over
the older methods of auscultation and percussion is constantly reiterated.
The only substantiation, however, of these assertions seems to have been
a practical demonstration of the method at the time of the address.

The results are obtained by auscultation of the organs themselves, and
also of sound-waves artificially produced, but modified by the organ
under examination.

Detail of procedure for the correct application of the method by which
only reliable results can be obtained is carefully given, its topographical
uses alone are indicated, no mention being made of those discarded con
ditions in which other auscultatory aids to diagnosis are usually used.
The text is copiously illustrated by charts, useful to one learning the
method, and two additional chapters are introduced by other writers on
the application of the method to ascertain the digestion of fluids and to
following the course of pregnancy. C. D. P.




